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“Check out those jack-in-the-boxes,” 

said Ash. “The faces look real.”

Beth looked at them. 

The faces did look real. There was 

something creepy about them.

9

“No, Ash, don’t!” cried Beth.

But Ash wasn’t listening. He climbed
inside the box, and was gone.
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Sample pages taken from Big Top of Horrors: The Box



“What is going on?” asked Jake.

The clown led them into a smaller room 

and closed the door.

“Look at that picture on the wall,” the  

clown said.
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The lights came back on.  
Jake looked into the ring.

It was empty. The clown had gone. 
And so had Kelly.
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Eve heard noises below. She looked 

down.

The audience had turned into evil 

zombies. 

They were standing under the trapeze.

20

They were hungry.

They were waiting for her to fall.
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“ Who dares to join Zena?” asked the Ringmaster.
“ Who will win the prize of a lifetime?”

Eve put her hand up.

ISBN 978-1-78837-261-9

TH
E PR

IZE 
A

N
N

 EV
A

N
S     A

B
B

Y
 RY

D
ER

Cover illustrated by Mark Penman

Sample pages taken from Big Top of Horrors: The Prize



14

Chapter 2

Drowning

Shazia tried to get out of the sack, but 

the Ringmaster was too strong. 

He tied ropes with heavy weights 

around the sack.

Then Shazia felt herself being lifted up.

“Let me out!” she screamed.
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“But this trick has a twist,” said the 
escape artist. “I will not be doing it.” 

He looked at Shazia. 
“You will,” he said.
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Chapter 2

Rabbit

The man pulled out an ugly zombie  

rabbit. It had red eyes and very  

sharp fangs.

The flames around the ring grew bigger. 

Mia and Ryan looked around. The rest  

of the audience had turned into skeletons.
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The lights had gone out. The show was about to begin.

A big man wearing a cloak and a top hat 
was in the centre of the ring.
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The knife thrower threw another knife.

This time it didn’t land on the wheel  

at all. 

It landed right in the Ringmaster’s chest.

Anna screamed.
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 Another knife landed just below his left arm.

It’s all part of the show, thought Anna.  
No one will really get hurt.
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