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Stage master O’Leary was getting bored  

with choosing acts and wanted a break.  

So he told his three daughters to take over.

“Please Dad, no!” cried Lia, his youngest 

daughter. “The Stage is cruel. I want 

nothing to do with it.”

This angered O’Leary.

“Nothing?” he shouted. “Then you’ll get 

nothing more from me. GET OUT.” 

Chapter 2 

 Plans
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It’s 3035. There is no fuel left. Human  

brain-power is used instead.

TV talent shows like The Stage exist  

to keep people’s brains buzzing. 

But who are the performers, and what  

do they lose for a place in the spotlight?  

Do they even want to be there? 

Do we care?

C
LA

IR
E M

O
R

G
A

N
BRIG

HT LIG
HTS BR GHT 

 L GHTS

Sample pages taken from Dark Reads II: Bright Lights



14

Later, his fan club flocked round him.

“You were amazing!”

“George for captain!”

“You should play for the county.”

They were right. He should be captain. And 

play for the county.

The county scout was due soon. But he was 

sure to pick super-fast James.

Unless...

He began to plot. 

Chapter 2 

Nasty accidents
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George King dreamed of  

glory on the rugby field.

He wanted to be captain. To play  

for the county – England even!

And nothing was going to  

stand in his way!
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MC Cesar became famous after our first  

few school discos. 

Our mix songs got played on the radio. 

Cesar was interviewed on local TV. The local 

newspaper even wrote a story about him.

I was there too, of course. But people 

didn’t want to talk to me – plain old Mark 

Anthony. They thought MC Cesar was  

the star.  

Chapter 2 

 Star
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My best friend Julian and I were really  

into music. We sold CDs to our friends,  

and in time became real DJs.

Julian changed his name to MC Cesar and 

hired a bodyguard. I knew he was going too 

far, but he thought no one could stop him.

The problem was, they could.
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First, Iggy stole Cassidy’s phone from  

his jacket. 

Then, while Desire was in the library, he 

stole her rucksack from the pile by the door.

It was easy to text Cassidy’s phone from 

hers. Sexy messages, hinting at something 

more. Iggy hid them in a secret folder on 

both phones.

Chapter 2

 Lies
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Gang leader Otis is dating  

super-smart Desire. Her love is the only  

thing keeping him in school.

But Iggy, Otis’s gang rival, wants him gone. 

And he knows just what to do.

As Iggy weaves a web of lies and  

betrayal, it’s soon clear that this story  

can only end in heartbreak. TO
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I pushed open the heavy wooden door.

There was a low muttering coming from 

somewhere in the church.

Through the dim light of the stained-glass 

windows I could see the bottle of poison on  

the altar.

I walked down the aisle, sure that someone 

was about to leap out of the shadows  

at me.

Chapter 3

 The Church
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Sam keeps getting messages that seem  

to be coming from his dead father. 

He thinks someone is playing a sick joke on 

him, and he wants to track them down.

But he soon uncovers a deadly secret that  

sets him on course for violent revenge.

TIM
 C

O
LLIN

S
SO

M
ETHING

 RO
TTEN

TIM COLLINS • MARK PENMAN
Illustrated by

SOMETH NG 
ROTTEN

Sample pages taken from Dark Reads II: Something Rotten



16

Ariel looked up at the cliff. He’d made it 

safely down but his legs were still shaking.

Sebastian had looked over the edge and 

laughed the whole time.

Now he was coming down and it was time 

to get him back.

Ariel lifted his hands and murmured under  

his breath.

A strong wind ripped through the valley, 

whipping leaves and branches into a spiral.

Chapter 3

  The Storm 
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Ariel has a power he’s never  

told anyone about. 

He can create storms.

When Sebastian pushes him too far on  

a school trip, he can’t stop himself.

He unleashes his power,  

and nobody is safe.
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Mar was rewarded with a medal and  

made a Lord. He was the youngest Lord in 

the galaxy.

He was also given a new hero’s name.  

He was now known as Corro. 

Corro wanted more power though.  

He wanted to be a High Lord. 

The only way to become a High Lord was 

for the people to vote for him.

Chapter 2 

Corro
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Planet Titan has run out of fuel so  

its leaders have decided to invade a nearby 

planet, Antium, and steal its fuel.

A great fighter will lead them in this invasion 

to save Titan from certain doom.

But will he return a hero or a monster?
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Juliet shuffled towards the compound.

She’d spent all day painting her skin grey, 

drawing cracked veins on her cheeks and 

dabbing fake blood around her mouth.

She was sure the guards would think she 

was a zombie. They’d let her in and she’d 

be able to see Romeo one last time.

Chapter 4 

Disguised
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Romeo and Juliet believe nothing can part 

them. But Romeo is bitten by a zombie and 

knows he’ll soon turn into one.

Can their love survive in a world that believes 

humans and zombies should never be 

together?
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