
Zach caught two little fish. 

But Connor caught one very big fish.
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“Quick Zach! You must take a

photo of this!” shouted Connor. 

“It must be the biggest 

catch of my life!”
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Zach and Connor are about to land the catch of the day.

Missing
An and Li must find out if their cousins from China are . KO
There’s been an earthquake and there is no sign of them.
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He goes to talk to his mother.

She is washing down the trailer.
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There is a horse fair in two weeks.

Mum says Billy must ask his dad.
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Billy was desperate to own a horse, but 
getting a horse is not as easy as you think.

Weather Girl
Farah has moved to the UK from Iran and is

finding it hard to get used to the changing weather. 
Will she ever grow to like the weather?  

ISBN 978-1-84691-847-6
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books from Badger

   

A
 D

ifferent L
ife

and

A Different Life

and
and

and

and
and

Lifelines

and

The Tomato King

and

Pirate Attack

Billy's Boy full cover:Layout 1  10/9/09  21:52  Page 1

b
y M

elan
ie Jo

yce
Badger Learning

Sample pages taken from Travellers: Billy’s Boy



I clean the cages.

I feed and groom the animals.

I bath the elephants.

That's fun.

But I like the tigers best.
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My dad is a tiger trainer.

My mum is an acrobat.

We live in a trailer.

I write a circus blog.

I film the animals with a webcam.

They show my films in the big ring.
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Someone has left the tiger’s cage
open and only Luca knows who.

Romany Race
Marko really wants to win the horse race,

but did he choose the right horse?  

ISBN 978-1-84691-848-3
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Deyda has one last link with his African

home. It is his djembe drum.

Deyda plays his drum all the time!

It makes him happy.
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But the man in the flat below hates

Deyda’s drumming.

It is driving him crazy!
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Deyda loves to play on his drum, 
but not everyone is a fan.

UIF!Esvn!Efufdujwf
Deyda’s drum has gone missing minutes before 

he is supposed to play on a  TV talent show.
Can it be found in time?    
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The fair was busy. There were happy

children and laughing teenagers. 

They were all having fun. 

Karl liked it when the fair was busy.

His family made good money. 

He thought making people happy was a

good job.

But if it rained, nobody came. Then it

was a boring job and Karl’s mum and

dad looked worried.
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Karl’s job was to take the fares on the

Dodgems. He had to be very quick!

Some people drove the Dodgems to

bang into other cars. Some people tried

to drive out of their way. It was a lot

of fun.

Karl jumped on the back of the

Dodgems to take the fares. 

His work was from lunchtime until the

fair closed at night. It was hard work.
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 Karl finds it hard to work at the funfair and keep up
with his school work. Is there a way he can do both?

TThhee  TToommaattoo  KKiinngg
Jenny and her family have moved to Spain

so her Dad can find a job growing tomatoes. 
Will his tomatoes be good enough for the job? 
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“Wei, come over here and help me make 
dinner,” said his Mum.  

Wei shook his head. “I can’t help you, Mum. I
am busy.”

“What are you doing?” asked his Mum. 

“I am working on my game,” said Wei. “And it
is not going very well. I cannot get this bit to
work.”
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His Mum shook her head. “You are always
playing on your game.”  

Wei stood up. “I am not PLAYING on my
game, Mum. I am WORKING on it. It will 
be a very good game when I have finished  
working on it, but I need more time.”

“You will have lots of time after dinner,”
said Mum.

Wei went over and began to help his Mum.
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Wei makes an amazing computer game and  
his friend Mike decides to put it on the internet.  

What will other people think of Wei’s game?
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They saw Aban.

“Come and play football with us!”

Aban smiled. “Football!”
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Aban got the ball.

He ran very fast.
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Aban is invited to join in a game of football, but can he play?

Rafal is lonely, until one day he meets a dog named Billy.

Music!!  Muzyka!!
Telek loves the music on his iPod, but will Nadif?

Goal full cover:Layout 1  27/11/09  14:18  Page 1
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Atash and Gulnar were from Afghanistan.
They had been in Britain a short time. 

They were both very good at basketball.

They were the best basketball players at
Greenwood school.

They had become the school team’s basketball
stars!

Since they had arrived at Greenwood, the 
basketball team had done very well.
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“Well done for reaching the basketball cup 
final,” said their coach, Mr Reed.

Atash and Gulnar were both very excited
about reaching the final.

“But the final will be hard,” said Mr Reed.
“You will be playing Mayland School.”

Atash and Gulnar had been told about
Mayland.

Mayland were a very good team.
Mayland were a fantastic team!
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Atash and Gulnar are the star players on their schools  
basketball team. They are playing against Mayland and no  

matter how hard they try they just can’t beat them,  
but are Mayland playing by the rules?

Salima lives in a beautiful village in Ethiopia that is visited by a group  
of water engineers. They try to help her village with a new water supply. 

The new tap does not work, but Salima has an idea that may help.
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Callum has a dream.

One day he will be a top star.

A star striker for City.

In the Zone p1-32:FFR2 - In the Zone.qxd  29/11/09  17:47  Page 6

7

City’s young star 
striker lifts the Cup.
Oh yes, dreams can 

come true!
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Callum dreams of playing football for City. A City scout 
is at Callum’s cup final match. It’s the last few minutes of 
the game, , and Callum has been given a penalty that could 

win his team the game. Will he beat the keeper?

Jazz is in goal against Callum. He also dreams of 
playing for City one day. Will he save Callum’s shot?

In the Zone full cover:Layout 1  27/11/09  14:24  Page 1
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6

It was nearly Diwali.

Malika was building a rocket

“Is it for Diwali?” asked Imran.

FFR2 - Master Blasters.qxd:FFR2 - Master Blasters.qxd  26/10/09  12:13  Page 6

“It’s for a competition. 

I want to win the prize money.

I want to go and see my Dad.”

7

Is it safe?
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Malika lives in Pakistan with her Mum. She is getting ready
for Diwali. Everything is going to plan until Imran gets involved!

LLiiffeelliinneess
How will Rosie find life living in a house of bricks

when she has lived in a trailer all her life?

A
 D

ifferent L
ife

and

A Different Life

and
and

and

and
and

Lifelines

and

The Tomato King

and

Pirate Attack

Master Blasters full cover:Layout 1  10/9/09  21:41  Page 1

Sample pages taken from Travellers: Master Blasters



“Hey Mariam!” called Yasin.

“Come and help me with this net!”

Mariam ran over to Yasin.

Together they pulled the net in.

It was hard work, but they did it.

There were lots of fish in the net.
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“Well done!” called their dad, “that is

good work!”

Yasin and Mariam smiled.

“Hey look!” said Mariam.

Another small fishing boat was coming

towards them.

“It must be one of Dad’s friends!” said

Yasin.

“Let’s get something to eat,” said

Mariam.
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Yasin and Mariam are helping their dad on his fishing
boat when suddenly the boat is taken by pirates!

Shop Shut
Jenni and her dad have moved to the UK from Poland.

Jenni’s dad finds it hard to attract customers 
to his shop  until one day Jenni has a plan.
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At every town they travelled to Tansy had to go
to school. She hated it! 

This time, she was going to a secondary school
for the first time. She didn’t like that idea!
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The teachers were very friendly.

“Tansy is new to the school. Look after her,
please,” said the form tutor.

But the other children didn’t like Tansy.
A boy called Dave was rude to her.

“I know where you come from,” he said. 
“You come from that Traveller site. 
We don't want your sort here.”
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Tansy Smith lives on a Travellers site. It is her first 
day at her new school. At first she finds it hard to fit in, 

but after someone breaks into her school she finds 
that her talents can help catch the thieves.

SSaavvee  OOuurr  SSiittee!!
The council is threatening to close down the site where Tansy 

and her family live. Can Tansy and her new friends save the site?
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One day, the farmer said,

“Someone is stealing my strawberries.”
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“It’s Teresa!” laughed Dani. 

“She’s eating them all!”
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Teresa doesn’t like being blamed for the farm’s 
missing strawberries, but who is behind it?

AA  DDiiffffeerreenntt  LLiiffee
Moving to a different town can be hard, 

but Sofia and Omar must move to a different country! 
How will they and their parents find it?  
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“You are good cooks,” says the teacher. 
“Will you both cook a dish for our ‘Taste the
World Day’?”

“A famous chef will taste all the dishes.
He will pick the best one.”

Too Hot p1-32:FFR2 - Too Hot.qxd  29/11/09  18:20  Page 6

“I will cook an okra curry,” says Rani.

“So will I,” says Nita.  “But mine will be the
best.”

Rani cooks an okra curry at home.
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Rani and Nita are both in the ‘Taste The 
World Competition’ at school. Who will win?

NNaaddyyaa’’ss  PPhhoottooss
Nadya’s camera and photos have

been taken from her. Will anybody help?

Something from Nothing
Fahim, Babor and their mum are caught up in the fighting 

in Afghanistan. They must flee their home to safety.
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