We know lots about the Solar System today, but it
took hundreds of space explorers and thousands
of years to discover what's actually out there.

Uronus

For example, it's roughly a month from
one full Moon to the next.

Before clocks and calendars, people just
used the Sun and the Moon to chart the
passage of time.

However, as time went
on, people saw other
links in the night sky.

The star’s appeared! The
river's going to flood!
Spread the word!

In 2000 8c. the Ancient Egyptians
used the annual appearance of a
specific star to predict when the
river Nile would flood and bring
precious water to their fields.

Ancient astronomers
found more patterns
and links in the
night sky.

Their careful studies
of the sky also began to
unlock the secrets
of space.




Chapter 1: The river bank

Rat and Mole
stopped for a
picnic.

There goes Toad
in another brand
new boat.

Ha, hal I'm

such a clever

It was spring. Mole stopped
cleaning his house and went
out into the sunlight.

Oh my! This is finel
Hang spring
cleaning!

He'll soon
get bored and
buy something

That's Badger.
What? Never? But He doesn't come
there is nothing half out much.
so much worth doing
as simply messing
about in boats.

Maybe we could
visit him?

Hello, Molel I've never
Fancy a boat been in a boat

before, Ratty.

No. he'll W
come to us when §
he's ready.

So this is what
the river feels like ...

Would you like to stay
with me for a while?
Il teach you how
to row and swim.

Don't worry,
Moale, I'll get

What's over
there?

A =
That's the Wild Rat dragged Mole to

Wood. We river-bankers safety and took him [

don't go there very much. home fo dry off.




What's the point of inventing?

What are
| you making,
\  Grandpa?

A machine to
_ make the perfect
. | cheese sandwich.

Why? You can make
your own sandwiches, #
' can't you?

Yes, Kate, but | do eat a
LOT of sandwiches. This will
save me time ... time | could be
spending on other inventions.

- What'’s the
| point of inventing

What if they'd
stopped inventing
in, say, 1870?

But Grandpa, | don't see
why you need to build a machine
to do something that we can
do already!

In fact, what's the point
of inventing anything?
We already have
everything we need.

We'd have no electricity, no recorded
music, no films or television, no phones
or computers or Internet, no cars or ...
well, you get the idea.

( We NEED inventors! Let

me tell you about a few of

@/ Book Band Level Dark Blue
LN Oxford Level 15

@ Sample pages taken from Great Inventors




Chapter 1: Misselthwaite Manor

You're to confine yourself to

this room. And don’t expect

Mr Craven to bother with

; _ you. He’s leaving on a

.' What’s in Nothing you i trip tomorrow.
A there? /| need toknow :

When Mary’s parents died in India, she was sent
= to live with her uncle, Mr Craven, in England.

What do you
think of your
new home,
= i = Mary?

How much further,
Mrs Medlock?

Misselthwaite
Manor ...

That suits me fine!
People never like me,
and I never like people.

We'll get
there when
we get there.

o -

In another part of the house ... §

P things be any ¢ The sooner I'm
., different here? i away from here, the
better I'll feel.

gloomy and
\ Thateit!

sour, ungrateful
little girl!

Sample pages taken from The Secret Garden
8 Book Band Level Dark Blue
Oxford Level 16



Copernicus and Armstrong

For more than a thousand years,
people have been exploring space
in different ways — people like the
astronomer Nicolaus Copernicus
and the astronaut Neil Armstrong.

What a tripl
You should have
come with me,
Copernicus.

g
Ny But I'm already a

You've not
even left Earth, let
alone walked on
the Moon like me!

Admit it, Armstrong.

Astronauts like you

have only explored

the teeniest part [ | explored much

of space. further with my
1 observations.

| plotted the positions That's quite
of the planets in impressive. How
our Solar System — come you've
without using drawn only six

a telescopel planets though?

And our sense
of adventure. Come
on, Copernicus. It's time

you left Earth. Let's go

and meet some other

great space explorers
throughout time.

There's always room for improvement.
Anyway, it's our unwavering quest
for knowledge that makes us
space explorers so great.

| hope | don't get
space-sick ...

Sample pages taken from Great Space Explorers
Book Band Level Dark Red
Oxford Level 17




Alice could just see the White Rabbit up ahead.

The second time Alice went along the hall,
she noticed a curtain. She pulled it aside ...

Oh my ears . >
and whiskers, | i
= 5 \ i .. Where has
how late it's s i | it gone?

Alice peered through
the tiny door.

She tried a door. q g_ All the
7 o

It s locked. |

. Howshe longed to get out of the
dim hall and into the beautiful
- gardens with their cool fountains!

4. . If only | could
h f The golden key was too s . E £l Id pet yle
ﬁ:[: le;dcgm?ipon small for any of the locks — AN my hgg Ithrcc:ﬁzh '3: 4 | _ shut up like a
a ta‘ble made of glass. or they were too big for it. 5 : |

ba.n ‘thout telescope! | think |
=ng usehwl I dou J ~ could, if | only knew
my shou e_._”' f how to begin.

The little door slammed shut.

Sample pages taken from Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland
Book Band Level Dark Red
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Chapter 1: Stolen

Although Buck belonged to Judge Miller, he was not
a kennel dog: he was considered part of the family. f

—————

He would go hunting and swimming
with the judge’s sons.

Hey! Stop
splashing,

He would escort the judge’s
daughters on twilight or
early morning walks.

And on long wintry nights,
he lay at the judge’s feet
before a roaring fire.

Life was good for Buck.

L

T Sample pages taken from The Call of the Wild

«w=  Book Band Level Dark Red+
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What it takes to be a pioneer

A pioneer can be someone
who discovers something new.

We're going to Pioneers are

explore what it takes trailblazers. But

to be a pioneer. f being one isn't
= always easy ...

: You might
s - need to be

] 2 KL brave.

Leslie Mitchell and Elizabeth Cowell were pioneers.

They were the first ever television presenters.

A pioneer might work to solve

a problem or change people’s You think
A pioneer could be Only another 300 views in order to make the you've found a
You need the first person to visit metres more to go! world a better place. cure for hayfever?
somewhere that no

\ determination.

Well done!
one’s ever been before.

Ohno, |
thought we
were already

at the top! _

Maybe it
needs a little
more work.

You need to be ...and tenacious.
inventive ...

You're right, Leslie. Being
a pioneer is tough.

Sometimes
you also need
a bit of luck.

We were in the right
place at the right time — at
the very start of television
broadcasting. Let us tell
you our story.

So you keep
going when things
go wrong.

| Sample pages taken from Great Pioneers
Book Band Level Dark Red+
Oxford Level 20



