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Ella’s Diary — 19 January

Wow! First day back at school since I was ill and it was 
amazing. Even the teachers were nice to me! For once, 
everyone was paying attention to me and asking questions 
and saying nice things. Can you imagine? Fat, boring me 
as the star of  the show! Well, of  course they all noticed 
I’d lost a load of  weight and said I was looking good.

Even Jaz and Lucy, the ‘Cool Girls’, said I looked 
fantastic. They chatted with me at lunch and said we 
should hang out together on Friday after school. They’ve 
never even spoken to me in the past. It was a nice feeling, 
like I was popular. They said they liked my short haircut, 
which I only had because my hair got so hot and sweaty 

Vanishing Point ISBN 978-1-78464-611-0

Text © Cheryl Lanyon 2016
Complete work © Badger Publishing Limited 2016

All rights reserved. No part of  this publication may be
reproduced, stored in any form or by any means mechanical,

electronic, recording or otherwise without the prior permission
of  the publisher.

The right of  Cheryl Lanyon to be identified as author of  this Work has 
been asserted by her in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and 

Patents Act 1988.

Publisher: Susan Ross
Senior Editor: Danny Pearson

Editorial Coordinator: Claire Morgan
Copyeditor: Cambridge Publishing Management

Designer: Bigtop Design Ltd
Cover: © Peter Carroll / Alamy Stock Photo

2 4 6 8 10 9 7 5 3 1

C H A P T E R  1 

A New-Look Ella

BIG_8155_TEENREADS_V_VANISHING POINT_978-1-78464-611-0.indd   5 13/07/2016   10:09



6 7

when I was lying in bed feeling awful. I’ve never dared get 
my hair cut into a proper style before — I thought people 
would laugh at me because it wasn’t cool or something. 
I even caught Craig taking a sneaky look at me — yeah, 
Craig, only the fittest guy in the year! I don’t think he’s ever 
noticed I exist before. It was really fun and made me feel 
like a ‘new me’. 

So I’m going to write this diary about my new life and 
adventures as the slim and lovely Ella! I’m writing in this 
book so I can put down everything I think and not worry 
that someone’s going to hack my computer and find it. I 
can stick in pictures and tickets and other things too. 

Life’s not all brilliant, though. I’ve missed a load of  
lessons and it’s going to be a nightmare catching up. I’ll 
just have to work extra hard because I don’t want to get 
left behind. And I don’t want my grades going down — 
not after I’ve worked so hard.

I’m pretty hacked off  at home too. It’s five months since 
Dad left and I’ve only had one phone call and a couple 
of  texts from him — even while I was ill. And he never 
answers my calls. I suppose he’s too busy with his new 
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