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Independent and supported reading questions

Esio Trot
Answer the questions after reading the sections below.

Read pp10–19

1. Look at page 10. What does Mrs Silver give Alfie for breakfast?

2. Look at page 13. What does Mrs Silver wish her tortoise would do?

3. Look at page 18. Mr Trot says Esio Trot is Tortoise spelled backwards – is he right?

Read pp20–29

4. Look at page 21. What did Mr Hoppy use to protect his carpet?

5. Look at page 24. How many tortoises did Mr Hoppy buy?

6. Look at page 29. What did Mr Hoppy use to lift Alfie up onto his balcony?

Read pp30–40

7. Look at pages 38–40. Why does Mr Hoppy keep replacing each tortoise with a slightly 
bigger tortoise?

8. Why do you think Mrs Silver didn’t notice that the tortoise she believed was her pet was 
getting bigger?

Read pp41–49

9. Look at page 42. Why does Mrs Silver suddenly believe that her pet has grown 
enormously?

10. Look at page 48. Why does Mr Hoppy replace the bigger tortoise with one that is 
smaller?

Read pp50–56

11. Look at page 52. Why does Mr Hoppy ask Mrs Silver to marry him?

12. Look at page 52. What does Mrs Silver mean when she says, ‘It’s all due to Alfie’?
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4 Assessing Understanding:  

New Curriculum Reading Objectives

Horrid Henry and the Football Fiend (Years 3 and 4)

✓ good understanding        ✗ poor understanding        — some understanding

Pages

Objective

Pupil
Pupil

Pupil
Pupil

Pupil
Pupil

Book introduction
5. asking questions to improve their 

understanding of a text

Book introduction
7. predicting what might happen from 

details stated and implied

Teacher led 

1a. read easily, and fluently

Teacher led

2. using dictionaries to check the 

meaning of words that they have 

read

Horrid Henry Peeks 
at Peter’s Diary

Teacher led: pp1–7

4. checking that the text makes 

sense to them, discussing their 

understanding and explaining the 

meaning of words in context

Horrid Henry Peeks 
at Peter’s Diary

Independent pp 
8–21

6. drawing inferences such as inferring 

characters’ feelings, thoughts and 

motives from their actions, and 

justifying inferences with evidence

Horrid Henry and 
the Football Fiend 8. identifying main ideas drawn from 

more than one paragraph and 

summarising these

Horrid Henry Goes 
Shopping

3. discussing words and phrases that 

capture the reader’s interest and 

imagination

Horrid Henry’s Arch 
Enemy

9. identifying how language, structure,

and presentation contribute to 

meaning

Reviewing the 
novel

10. participating in discussion about 

both books that are read to them and 

those they can read for themselves,

taking turns and listening to what 

others say

Reviewing the 
novel

11. be learning to justify their views 

about what they have read: with 

support at the start of Year 3 and 

increasingly independently by the 

end of Year 4

Reviewing the 
novel

12. identifying themes and conventions

General comments:
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