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I am currently a primary school teacher and have 
been for 19 years – 15 of which have been in 
Year 6! 

I started the idea for my 15-minute Daily 
Sentence Structures from pure frustration 
of marking literacy book after literacy book 
(especially boys’) which fell short of good 
grammatical sentences. You all know the ones – 
then, and then and then! 

After many nights of frustrating marking, I 
decided to think of a solution. I started to teach 
eight different sentence structures that learnt 
over time (approximately half a term) would 
empower pupils with varied sentences to create 
instant paragraphs in their writing. It provided 
immediate results across the whole class and 
helped to fulfi l all the requirements of the old 
curriculum AF5 and AF6 in sentence structure 
and punctuation in assessing writing:

 More variety of sentence structure
 Uses clauses to develop complex sentences
 More control in the use of clauses
 Varies length, structure and subject of 

sentences to extend meaning and interest the 
reader

 Use wider range of conjunctions
 Uses a wider range of punctuation 
 Confi dently uses punctuation for effect
 Varies pace to create atmosphere

It also meets many of the Key Assessment Criteria 
of Being a Writer in the new curriculum:

 Use grammatical structures
 Make meaning clear and create effect
 Use a range of sentence starters to create 

specifi c effects
 Use commas to mark phrases and clauses
 Sustain and develop ideas logically
 Vary sentence structures
 Use the semi-colon and dash

It raises attainment across all abilities and 
appeals to the logic of boys in their writing. 
It also covers many of the teaching points for 
Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (SPaG) from 
both the old and new framework. 

From my experience – it does work! Pupils like 
the fact that they have a system at their fi ngertips 
that can create quantity and quality in their 
writing.

Don’t take my word for it! Please look at the 
examples on pages 5–6 written by Year 6 pupils. 
The fi rst examples were done in the fi rst day 
of term. The second examples were done after 
just four weeks of tuition on Daily Sentence 
Structures.

Please see PCMs 21–27 for more examples.

I will not say that it is the complete answer to 
improving children’s writing but it can go a long 
way to doing so. Like any educational scheme, 
it is a guideline. It is down to the individual 
teacher to decide how it best fi ts into their 
classroom and their pupils.

Introduction
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Sanaa’s writing at the beginning of term:

Sanaa’s writing after four weeks of Daily Sentence Structures:
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Jack’s writing at the beginning of term:

Jack’s writing after four weeks of Daily Sentence Structures:
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In the following pages, there are systematic 
instructions on how to deliver these eight 
different sentence structures to pupils. 

Each sentence structure has been broken down 
into a series of sessions that build on each 
other. Each session should take 15 minutes 
approximately. The sessions should be completed 
daily at a time of day that suits your class. I have 
found that it works well straight after registration 
when the children are at their best.

The sessions build on each other but can be 
completed in any order and can be revisited at 
any time depending on the children’s progress. 
It is completely at the teacher’s discretion. Every 
class is different with a full range of abilities. 
What is important is that every class proceeds at 
their own pace. As soon as the teacher feels the 
current sentence is embedded, then they should 
move on. The beauty of the strategy is that the 
pupils always return to the different sentence 
types – so consolidation is built in. 

Equipment
Allow the pupils to write their sentences on 
mini-whiteboards. It is extremely useful, as the 
children do not feel they are writing to a blank 
page and it is fantastic for on the spot assessment 
and ironing out misconceptions. However, 
periodic recording in their books will allow you 
to record and monitor progress. 

Display
Create a ‘learning wall’ display of all the 
sentence structures. This can be completed by 
printing off PCMs 1, 9–13 and 15–16. This is 
important as it allows a reference point for your 
weaker writers and an area to celebrate good 
practice. 

The display will also remind them of the 
sentence structure order. Any work completed on 
the main whiteboard, that is deemed outstanding 
by the class, should also be displayed here.

How it Works
SPaG Teaching Points
Each sentence has a SPaG teaching point that 
should be taught. The sentence structures are 
designed to incorporate more sophisticated 
punctuation and its correct use. They also 
illustrate best practice of clauses, which should 
again be referred to. Make sure to continue to 
reinforce these points as each sentence structure 
is embedded. 

Weaker Writers
To help maintain support for those who may 
still struggle – you could use various strategies. 
Although the pupils are writing independently, 
include sessions where they work in pairs (mixed 
ability). Pair up your stronger/weaker writers to 
support each other. This works particularly well 
when refl ecting on their work. 

Another strategy is to allow the children to pair 
up and work on one whiteboard. The children 
write sentences alternately until they have 
written all their sentences. It helps to keep it 
fresh and, again, they like to support each other.

However, most importantly, the pupils need an 
opportunity to refl ect on each other’s work.

Timings
The eight sentence structures should take slightly 
more than a half term (a sentence type per week) 
to be embedded. Let the children go at their own 
speed and let their grasp of the different types 
dictate the pace. 
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Display PCM2 and add new suggested feelings 
for Happy to it to create a bank of sentences 
for that feeling. Creating their own banks of 
sentences for each feeling will give pupils more 
ownership over them.

Sessions 2–7
Now revisit structure and purpose of the 
Simple Sentence and repeat above steps using 
15-minute sessions for:
❖ Sad (PCM3)
❖ Angry (PCM4)
❖ Nervous (PCM5)
❖ Excited (PCM6)
❖ Ill (PCM7)
❖ Hungry (PCM8) 

Important
❖  Please do not lose these Simple Sentence 

banks, as they will be used with future 
sentence structures!

❖ Feel free to create more banks of feelings 
of your own. Just remember to ensure the 
Simple Sentence structure and idea of 
suggested feelings is in place before you 
move on to Sentence 2.

❖  With every sentence we visit, allow the 
pupils to write their sentences on mini-
whiteboards. This is fantastic for on the 
spot assessment and ironing out instant 
misconceptions.

Session 1
Invite the children to investigate the Simple 
Sentence (see PCM 1). Explain that it is simple 
because it has one verb. Emphasise that the 
purpose of this sentence is to keep it as short as 
possible to ensure dramatic impact and evoke a 
feeling from the reader.

Explain that an exclamation mark could be used 
at the end of the sentence to help emphasise the 
character’s feelings. Point out that it shows they 
can use punctuation that is more sophisticated 
and use it for effect. 

Discuss that children tend to tell us directly 
about a character’s feelings. To prove this, draw 
up a list of feelings with them, eg happy, sad, 
angry etc. 

Explain that informing the reader of these 
feelings directly can be quite repetitive and does 
not leave the reader guessing. Instead a short 
Simple Sentence can be the perfect way to start a 
piece of fi ction writing: suggesting a feeling and 
giving dramatic impact. 

Ask the children to use Simple Sentences to 
suggest a given feeling. 

Model examples: 
❖ Happy

His eyes sparkled!

He bounced off the walls!

Sentence 1 – Simple Sentence

His smile started to grow
!

Simple Sentence

The man rubbed his stomach!

Short sentence – gives dramatic impact/evokes a 
feeling from the reader

One verb

Exclamation mark emphasises feeling

PCM1


